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Hometown Interview with Mariti/Martin Zirarusha, Season 7, Episode 4
Kendall Martin: Wonderful. Well, thank you so much for joining us today, Martin. As you know, the name of this podcast is Hometown. And we came up with that title because we really want to understand what home means, especially for people who've been forced to leave their home and find themselves having to make a new home in a new place. So I'd love to begin our conversation talking about your early years. 
We know you were born in the Democratic Republic of Congo. But then your family fled to Uganda when you were very young. So could you tell our listeners about the places where you grew up? 
Martin Zirarusha: Yeah, sure. I lived in Congo for like three years. I left Congo when I was three years [old]. So my parents have been there before and they have been narrating to me the stories that took place there. And I know a little bit of it. So there was a misunderstanding between the tribes in Democratic Republic of Congo. And then what?  The result was they started fighting against each other. And then that's what led them to flee to Uganda. And so they fled to Uganda in 2009. There was a refugee camp where they stopped for like three months. They stayed there for like three months and then after there, they were transferred now to Kyangwali [refugee camp], where we lived for 14 years. 
Kendall: For that time period of the transition, of moving places, do you remember any of that movement? 
Martin: No, not so much. No, not so much because I was thinking very – yeah, yeah, it's not so much. But I remember a little bit of it because, you know, when we first stayed, it was very hard to get three meals a day. So we could eat like once in a day, or sometimes we just feed on water and then sleep. So that's what I can only remember. But the most thing I know is where we've stayed for 14 years. And I know much about where we've been for 14 years, ‘til we came to the United States. 
Janet Morford: So when you think of your home as a child, especially when you were in Kyangwali refugee camp, is that the right way to say it? 
Martin: Yeah, yeah. 
Janet: Kyangwali. So that's the place where you had the most memories from? (Yeah.) So what kinds of sights or smells or sounds or tastes -- when you think about what daily life was like in that home, what made it feel like home? 
Martin: The place was so welcoming. The people in that area were so welcoming. So we adapted to their culture because they were good to stay with. They showed us different ways of how to survive in that area. And then after that, we started now depending on our own. The people were really good. And what I remember, so they used to like -- we created friendship with them. And then they started helping us in the first month that we arrived there. So they supported us with very many things. They had no kind of like segregation. They took everything in equality. They love each other and they love to live with people from different places and different cultures. They were ready to learn our culture. And then after all, we also learned their culture. That's how we adapted to their place. And we felt like we're at home.
Janet: Were people speaking different languages? You had people at this camp from lots of different places, different backgrounds. What languages did you grow up speaking there? 
Martin: I went speaking Swahili because Swahili is popular all over East Africa. So most people in East Africa, they understand Swahili, though they may not understand the whole of it but they understand a little bit of it. So that's the language we used to communicate to them. And finally, we got to understand each other. 
Janet: You speak very good English. Did you go to school in English in Uganda? 
Martin: Yes, I did. I did, yeah. I appreciate it so much.
Janet: No, no, really. So can you tell us a little bit more about what the refugee camp was like, what it provided? You said that some people taught you how to survive. Were you given anything or did you have to learn how to farm, how to create your own food? How would your family get food day to day? 
Martin: The refugee camp relies on UNHCR. That's the leading organization in, I think, all over the world, right? So that's the sponsorship organization that used to give us food and supported us with clothes. It supported us with everything that was needed to survive in life. For like three years, we were surviving on them. And then after all, they distributed like small pieces of land to us where we can farm. And then we started farming on those small pieces of land. And then after there, we got used to the life in the camp. That's it. 
Kendall: What was your school like in the camp? 
Martin: The school? Not really good, as you know. So it was just 50 -50, you know. Students don't focus so much because of the school rules. I think the teachers were not all that much educated. So this school is not good at all. Right. Yeah. 
Kendall: So when you weren't in school or, you know, at the point where your family was farming, what were the things you enjoyed doing with friends? I mean, were you playing sports?
Martin: Yeah, yeah, sure. I enjoyed playing sports and also I participated in debating club. 
Kendall: Oh, wow. That's awesome. 
Martin: Yeah, at school. So I participated in debating club and that's where I came to know, like, how to speak to people without fear, how to interact with different cultures. So I learned all that from the debating club that I joined, and I participated in that debating club for two years. And then it gave me like, so it uplifted my speaking. 
Janet: Yeah. And was that in English? You had to do the debating club in English? 
Martin: Yeah, it was in English. Yeah. 
Janet: That's excellent training for so many things. (Yeah.) Was there anything that made your life in the second camp feel like home or not like home? 
Martin: What made us feel like we are now like discriminated [against], it was after like seven years of time in the camp, many refugees fled to that camp. And then we were no longer farming. So food again became a problem to that area because many refugees fled to that camp. So the small portion of land that UN had given us, it was again taken away. It was taken away and it was given to those new refugees who came in. So again, we started facing famine. By God's grace, we still survived. We still survived. I thank God who has enabled us to come to the United States because it was not by our grace, but it was by God's grace. So like the people who are still living there, their surviving chances are at a low. They are low, ‘cause food is not enough there, people are suffering. So people are suffering and more refugees are still coming in. I don't know how they're gonna survive there. Yeah. 
Kendall: Did your family have a sense of how long you would be in the camp or was there any direction around how long to expect that process to take?
Martin: No, you know, it comes like a chance. It comes like a chance to come to the United States. So we had no hope of coming here, but by God's grace, as I say, we were told that our case is in progress. And so they informed us on the day to come. That's how it was. 
Janet: I have another couple of questions about the camp. When your family had a garden, what did you grow in it? 
Martin: We used to grow cassava, do you know it? (Yeah.) Cassava. Yeah, because most people, they like cassava. It's like their daily food. (Yeah.) Because it provides everything. It provides everything. It be the sauce. It be the, you know fufu? Yeah, we gave fufu. So everything cassava provides is -- that's why most people like growing cassava there. And also another thing they like growing is maize. Yeah, they grow maize in big amounts and also beans. Beans, yeah. 
Janet: So beans, maize, cassava -- all very substantial, nutritional plants. 
Martin: Yeah, most people they consumed that. They consume that so much. A lot. A lot. 
Janet: And if someone didn't have a piece of land to garden, are there markets? Are there people who grow too much cassava and then can sell it? 
Martin: Yeah, sure. Because you find like a person is having an acre of cassava, yeah, an acre or two of cassava. And then when it grows up, he uproots it and then takes to the market also when it's too much. 
Janet: The other thing I was curious about is: were there churches or faith communities within the camp? 
Martin: Yeah, sure. Yeah, yeah. Actually, the camp right now is filled with many churches, you know. Yeah. So people are building churches day and night. So the churches are many. 
Janet: I was wondering because you said that your family felt like it was completely by the grace of God that you were selected to be resettled in the United States. And I was wondering if the presence of faith communities is really important in refugee camps like the one where you were? 
Martin: Yeah. 
Kendall: Well, could you tell us about finding out that your family was going to be resettled to the US? Like, do you remember when you actually found out it was going to happen, and what that felt like? 
Martin: Yeah, actually, the process started in 2019. Yeah, 2019, we were called for the first interview. And then we went there. We had an interview. But we didn't know that we can still resettle to the United States. Because a lot of people, this process of coming to the USA, it takes a long period of time. It takes a long period of time. Some people take like 10 years when they're still doing the same process. So we're not much sure that we can still resettle to the United States. And that's why I say by God's grace, we're now in the United States. 
Kendall: Did your family already know anybody in Tucson, Arizona before you found out that's where you were going or? 
Martin: Actually, the booking, I mean the visa, yeah, our visa was saying that we're going to New York. (Okay.) And then after we found out that it's Arizona, because they say that there are a lot of people going to New York, so they can't find us a place there because [there were] a lot of people and these organizations, these agencies that welcome people -- they were busy, they were busy with refugees in New York. And then they had to send our case to to Arizona. And then after that, they just brought us here to Arizona. But the truth, we didn't know anyone here. Yeah. 
Kendall: What did you think when you landed in Arizona?
Martin: Yeah, it's when we landed in Arizona for the first time I could see like maybe I'm not fit to be in Arizona because everything was new. I didn't. Yeah, for real. Everything was new. Couches. I saw new faces, new area. Everything was new to me. And then I was like, how am I going to get used to this place? So I thought that maybe they gonna take me back to Africa ‘cause I was like, I may not maintain that the lifestyle of Arizona ‘cause everything I saw, I saw it like, boom. 
Kendall: Shocking. 
Martin: Yeah, it was like shocking. 
Janet: Do you remember anything about the trip or when you arrived in the airport or who was there to greet you? Was there anything about the trip itself that sticks with you? 
Martin: Yeah, actually, we landed in four airports: from Africa, we passed from Uganda, we went to Dubai. Then we flew to New York. After New York, they took us to Houston, Texas. And then after that, that's when we landed here. 
The journey was tiresome. We would go tired. And then when we landed here, coming out after telling us that this is our new area, our new place where we're going to live. Actually, when we were coming out from the airplane, we were like, “Who is gonna pick us up?” Because we didn't even know yet. We just sat there waiting, waiting, and then we did not see anyone. Our caseworker was waiting for us at the door entrance, but we didn't know that we have to meet her there. So we were confused because we were too tired. And then someone came and told us, “Your caseworker is waiting for you outside,” because she's not allowed to cross the line to go and pick us up from the airplane. So that's how we met her and then she took us to our home, our new home. 
And she visited us daily, telling us how Tucson is and how things go on in Tucson and then how to live. So everything she told us how to live here. 
Kendall:  We know that you had support from a local organization when you first came to the US:  Jewish Family and Community Services. So I was wondering what the organization did to welcome you that made a difference for your first few days or months in the US? 
Martin: They supported us with everything. They paid our rent. They bought all the home requirements. And then, they have helped us find documentations that are needed to stay in the USA. And then they have been there for us. They've been trying their best to help us look for jobs. So they have so far found our jobs. And then another thing is that they do tell us how to use our money, like budgeting, like budgeting our money to see the savings, to see the expenditures, things that we can spend and also the savings. So they really helped us a lot. Yeah. Yeah. 
Kendall: Those, those are really useful skills when you're trying to get settled in a new place. Yeah. Yeah. 
Janet: And Martin, can you tell us a little bit about your family came with you? So how many of you are there? 
Martin: We are 10. (10. Uh huh.) We are 10, but including my sister's daughters, but our family, there are eight of us. 
Janet: They're eight in your family. 
Martin: Yeah, dad and mom. It's dad and mom. Then we have three brothers and three sisters. 
Kendall: Oh, that's so lovely. (Yeah. Yeah.) 
Janet: And are you all living together in one place, or did they have to find more than one place for you to live?
Martin: They found us separate units but close to each other. Yeah. 
Janet: And you said that the organization helped provide food for you? Did they have cassava and maize and food? (laughter) Or did you have to get used to new things like salsas, tortillas, and I don't know?
Martin: Yeah, actually we have food stamps and then from the food stamps we're eligible to buy whatever food we want. So there are some African markets here in Tucson. So we got a good Samaritan who directed us to the African market. So we found our fufu there. So we're enjoying fufu. Yeah. 
Janet: Good. Good. 
Kendall: I have to ask, is there any American food that you tried for the first time that you really love? 
Martin: Yeah, sure. I actually love pizza. Yes. Yeah, I tried it for the first time and I felt like, wow, this is really, it was so delicious! So I like it. I really enjoy it. Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. 
Kendall: My boys would eat pizza every day if I let them. 
Janet: So would I, if you let me, I would eat it every day. 
Martin: Oh yeah. It's so delicious. It's so delicious. I like it so much. Yeah. And then also burger. I do enjoy it. 
Janet: So, Martin, we know that you are a student in a public high school. Can you tell us a little bit about what that has been like for you? You were in one school in Uganda and now, poof! you're in a new school in Tucson. It probably feels very different. 
Martin: Yeah. For the first time I went there, I went with my -- I called him a director because he's a person who helped me there and enrolled me to that school. So I went there, I was like, what a nice building! That school has really amazing buildings that I never saw before. So I said, wow, this really nice place to stay in. But for the first time, you know, American accents sounded really, really different. So I couldn't hear, I could not listen to even a single word that an American teacher could speak. So it really took me time to be getting what the teachers are saying because they have speeding – they’re speaking -- they speak fast, because we speak slowly, but for them, it’s very fast. So it took me a lot of time to get used to their speaking technique. And another thing is that I found students and also the culture of school is not like in Africa, because in Africa we used to wear uniform. So the whole school uniform you put on uniform, you look the same. But here you find everyone in his or her own dressing style. So I was like, what? 
Kendall: Yeah, I'm sure that was a big surprise. 
Martin: Yeah, it was a big surprise because you find you're putting on the outfit that you really like, that you feel like is better for you. That's why you put it on. But not like in Africa, day one to day five, Monday to Friday, you're putting on a school uniform. But here you put on whatever you want. So I was like, Wow, this is fantastic, brilliant! I like this! (laughter) 
But for the first time to try to try the meal at school, I felt like no, this meal is not good because the taste, it tasted so different. And I was like, no, no, no, this food, I don't really know if I'm going to get used to it because I felt the taste was not that pleasing. And then I was like, I'm going to die of hunger, for real. 
Kendall: I don't think anybody likes school lunch in the US, so you're not alone on that. 
Martin: Yeah, yeah, yeah. And it was so difficult to start interacting with the students because most of them speak good English, but my English was still limited. It was still at a low level. So I could feel shy of talking to them -- because I knew if I speak to them, maybe sometimes I may make mistakes and then they laugh at me. So I had that fear of starting communicating to them. So for the first two to three weeks, I was like quiet. I used to keep calm, I could go in one place, sit there and just wait for lunchtime to get over and then go back to class. After class, go home. From there, go to school. So that was my life. 
But when I started getting used to the American accent, that's when I started now speaking to them. And then they were like, what? “What? Now, Martin, where did you learn all this English from?” I told them, “I'm so fast at adapting people's culture, language, everything.” So they were like surprised that you speak this good English? That's it, hooray. Yeah. 
Janet: In your school, are there other students who are not originally from the United States who might speak English from another place or not speak English at all? 
Martin: Yeah, sure. We have some from Malawi. We have from Tanzania, we have from Burundi, Rwanda. And we just found ourselves, we were the only ones from Uganda, but we understand each other because the language that they speak, I also speak it. So I used to speak to them some days, but not always because I was eager to learn English. So that's why I did not focus much to speaking to them in our native language because it has no value in the United States. 
Janet: Which language? 
Martin: Native language. I mean like, yeah, local language. 
Janet: Swahili or something else? 
Martin: Swahili and Kinyarwanda. 
Janet: Okay. Yeah. You speak both of those? I know you speak Swahili, but you also speak Kinyarwanda? 
Martin: Yes, I do. 
Kendall: That's impressive. 
Janet: That's really impressive. You said you have many siblings. So have some of your siblings also been able to go to school in the United States? 
Martin: Yeah, all of us are in school. 
Janet: All of you? All six? 
Martin: Yeah. Now four. Because two are adults. And then four. 
Janet: How about your parents and the two who are out of school? What has the transition to living in Tucson been like for other members of your family? They don't have a school to go to every day. So what's that been like for them? 
Martin: No, they do. They have a school where they attend two days in a week, twice a week. But they always tell me that they don't get anything, they don't understand anything from that. So what they did, they just left and they're all working now. Yeah. 
Janet: So they did find work.
Martin: Yeah, they just went to work. 
Kendall: Outside of school, you've been taking part in the Refugee Youth Mentorship Program that's run by Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest. Could you tell us a little bit about that program? 
Martin: This program is really brilliant. I like it. I like it so much. First of all, they are teaching us, they are giving us sponsorship who attend -- let's say that they are paying most of our -- so they are helping us to get skills on how to survive. So like paying our tuitions to attend some courses like medication. And they are also helping us explore Tucson, to see the nature of Tucson, how Tucson is, the beauty of Tucson. And also they are helping us improve our accent, our English, they're helping us to speak good English. And also they want to push us to the level where we can be able to support ourselves, to survive on ourselves, not on other people. So that's what they're really helping us with. 
Janet: And do you have a mentor assigned to you? 
Martin: Not yet. 
Janet: Not yet. Okay. So you're part of a group, you're part of a group and the group does activities together. (Mmhmm.) And then at some point you also get assigned a mentor. So what kinds of classes or activities have you done that you have found most interesting with the program?
Martin: The activities -- they have enrolled me in the driving class. (Driving class!) Yeah, they're enrolled. So I see so brilliant I think this is so brilliant ‘cause I never knew that one day, one time I could sit on a steering wheel, driving. It was like a miracle for the first time! And then the other thing is that they have enrolled me again in a medical school. I don't know. It's at Pima, a technical school. Yeah, it's a technical school. They have enrolled me there. So I'm going to be there for a full year. And then after that, I will have my paperwork. And then for that, I will start working with like assisting the nurses. Yeah. 
Janet: So assisting nurses. So like a medical assistant. 
Martin: That's it. That's it. Medical assistance. Yeah. That's it. 
Janet: Very good. 
Kendall: That's really wonderful. Could you tell our listeners why it's so important to have a program like this for refugee youth? 
Martin: Yeah. It's always important because it stops like violation, you know, you know, violating us [taking advantage of us], like getting like jobs that we’re not supposed to work, like getting jobs that pay less. So they are preparing us to like get jobs that will pay us at least a good amount so that we can have good savings as well as well as spending. Yeah.
Janet: Like jobs with a future, jobs with hope of progressing and being able to live the way you want to. 
Martin: Yeah, that's it. That's it. 
K: That's fantastic. 
J: Yeah. And have you gotten to know other youth, other newcomers your age through the program? People who might not be at your school, but -- 
M: Yeah, actually they don't pick from one school. They pick from different locations. And then we find ourselves meeting at one point and then we interact with each other. We speak about our different cultures and then we do have a lot of fun when we meet. Yeah. 
Kendall: I'm sure. Yeah. 
Janet: You said sometimes you get to learn something new about Tucson or Arizona. Are there trips that you've made or outings to a particular place that you thought, “Wow, this is part of where I live!”? 
Martin: We've made like several trips. First of all, we had a trip at the rodeo. (The rodeo?) Yeah, we had a trip at the rodeo. So it was a lot of fun, for real. I'd never seen someone riding a horse. So I saw it from there. So I really appreciate this organization so much because it's opening up a way for me to explore new things, learn different things that I never knew. And they do take us sometimes to the hotels to have meals and the places that are really good. So we do have a lot of fun there. We just talk to each other, you know. And then also we went to one of the mountains here in Tucson. So we played in ice, so you know. 
Janet: In snow? You played in the snow? 
Martin: Yeah, in snow, yeah, yeah. Oh. Yeah, we played in snow with Melissa and her partner. So it was really brilliant. It was a brilliant day, a fantastic day! So that day was really colorful. And then after that, we had to go to the restaurant. We had some meal and then after there, we left. 
Kendall: Exhausted? 
Martin: Yeah, we were exhausted and then we had to leave. Yeah, it's not only that. We've been to most of the amazing places here in Tucson, there are a lot -- and the program is still ongoing. So we are hoping [for] more things to come. 
Janet: It sounds like a really powerful way to help new residents of Tucson feel like the city is yours. 
Martin: Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. We're feeling like the state is now ours. Good. Yeah. Yeah. 
Janet: As we said at the beginning, on this podcast, we really want to understand what makes a place feel like home. Like what helps newcomers feel welcome, feel at home, feel that they can be themselves in a new place. So we're wondering if there's anyone or anything that has made you feel especially welcome in Tucson?
Martin: Yeah. Oh. Actually, the first thing that really made us feel at home here in Tucson, the first thing in position is that it's the organization that welcomed us here. And then the other thing is the people we're living with. The people we're living with when we arrived here, they had a visit, they came to visit us. We interacted. They asked us, “Where are you from?” We told them we're from Uganda. “How long have you been there?” We told them 14 years. And they told us our tribe, we said everything. 
And then after all, as days went on, they started -- we got someone who always took us for grocery. Yeah, he always took us for grocery, exploring new markets here in Tucson. And also telling us the rules, you know, they started telling us some of the rules of the United States -- that once you do this, you will always be on the right track. And once you do this, you will always be on the wrong track. So they started directing us on the rules, on the rules of the United States -- some of which we had been told before in Africa, because before coming here they first give us orientation about the United States. And then when we come in, it's when now we start seeing everything live. Yeah, now we start to see everything live. 
And then the other thing that is making us feeling at home here in Tucson is that we have enough food. Yeah, we have enough food. We've never slept hungry. So we always have our meal on time, three meals a day. Not like back in Africa where you sometimes even fail to get a meal in a day. Yeah. So that's really making us feel at home. 
We really like the buildings. I mean, the house where we stay is a well-conditioned room, a well-conditioned room set with everything you need. So there is nothing missing there. So when you sleep, you sleep with peace, you wake up with peace. We find everything amazing, for real. 
And then also the other thing is that here in the United States, you do whatever you want, except what the United States is against. Oh yeah. You do whatever you want, except what is against the law. That's what I mean. Yeah. 
And then like you have the right to own the car. You know, I never thought of owning a car, but right now I'm hoping in future, oh, if I want right now, I can work for two to three months and own my own car. But back to Africa, I never had that dream. 
So all these, all these is making me feel at home. Because I have the ability right now, I have the ability, the capacity to fulfill my dreams, to fulfill my dreams and be whatever I want to be. I think you got me? 
Kendall: Yes. Absolutely. I have a fun question for you. (Yeah, sure.) I would imagine you enjoy movies and music. So if you were to make a movie or write a song about your transition, your journey, right?, from Uganda to the US and your life now, what would you want to include in that? 
Martin: First of all, I could include, the first thing I could include is the moments, the first moments we arrived in the camp, the life situation that we passed through in the camp, and then put the present situation that I'm living now. So all those things I could include: the past events with the present events. So that's what I could include in my song. ‘Cause I'm really enjoying the present events. I mean, yeah, the present events – ‘cause the past one were worse, were worse than the present. So that's what I could include there. 
Janet: Would you include some scenes from the debate club? (laughter)
Martin: In the middle of the song, everything, yeah, I could include, but in the middle of the song. But the song could focus much on my life situation. My life situation of the past and of the present. Yeah. Yeah, yeah, yeah. 
Janet: Is there anything that you wish more Americans understood about what it's like to come to the US as a refugee, as a person from another culture? (Please say it again.) You've met Americans here when you came to the United States, to Tucson. So are there things that you would like for them to understand about what it is like to make this journey like you have, to come from a place that is so different, to speak English that has a different accent, to grow up growing cassava and participating in debate club and playing sports and wearing a uniform to school? And then all of a sudden you're here and everything is so different! Are there things about that or things about your family's culture that you would like Americans to understand? 
Martin: Yeah, sure. Like, you know, our culture, we have our cultural dance. You know, we have our cultural dance and also there is another cultural dance of the Baganda (area of Uganda) where we lived for all the 14 years. So we used to enjoy that. And I think when you look at it, it's a lot of fun because the way they shake their bodies, everything, yeah, it's really amazing. But here in America, I don't know whether... I don't think it's there, right? 
Janet: It's probably not known. But if you did that, if you were at a party and people were dancing and you started to do that dance, probably people would want to learn it. 
Martin: Yeah. 
Kendall: Definitely. 
Martin: Yeah. So that like the cultural dance and also the food, the food that we eat, like fufu. I never see any American eating fufu. I never saw. 
Janet: But you said there are, there are African markets in Tucson? 
Martin: Yeah, they are African. Yeah, they are, but I don't see most people do enjoy fufu. Yeah, it's only we who come from Africa that knows what fufu is. We are the only one who like go to that shop and buy that flour. 
Janet: The people who took you to the African shops, were they your neighbors? 
Martin: Yeah, they are our neighbors, but... they stay like 15 minutes away, but they also came from the same country. Yeah, they came from Uganda by a different camp -- because Uganda has like six camps and all those six camps do carry people to the United States. So that's the person we met and he's the one who showed us how to survive in the USA. 
Kendall: And is there any other part of your story that you would like to share with us today that we maybe haven't asked about specifically? 
Martin: Yeah, it's the time when the process of coming to the USA was ready. Like they gave us two weeks before, like they informed us two weeks before, before coming to the USA. So during that period, there are a lot [of things] that happened. 
So, you know, when someone is traveling to the USA, your neighbors, they don't feel well at all -- they don't feel good. Yes, though some may feel good, but the biggest percentage of your neighbors, they don't feel good because they know you're going to live a better life than they are living, you know. And then so there was a little bit of misunderstandings with our neighbors, since they felt bad about us coming to the USA. They started like doing witches, you know? 
Janet: Doing witchcraft?
Martin: Yeah. Witchcraft. That's what I mean. So they, they, they, they wanted like to kill one of us so that the process of coming to the USA would cancel out. But God is great and I really trust in Him and believe in Him as the Omniscient, All-Knowing of everything. 
So my family, I and my family planned to like to shift from that village to the nearby office of UN for our safety. Yeah, for our safety. It was like one week left, so we shifted from where we were living and then we went to the nearby UNHCR office for our safety. And then we stayed there for that, for a week. When the time came for coming to the USA, then we had to come. But our village was not that much happy with us coming to the USA because they felt like, “These people, why them? Why not us?” So yeah. 
Kendall: The feeling of being left behind. Yeah. That has to be really hard. 
Martin: Yeah. So it's not that everyone might be like, it's not like everyone loves you. Some people love you and some don't. So we were like, I think most people were not happy with that, with us coming to the USA. And that's why they even reached the point of doing witchcraft. And then when we saw that, we had to shoot from there, because something bad could have happened, and right now, I couldn't have been in the USA. So that story really gave me, like, I really felt like, what did we do bad to these people? Why are they doing all this? We're not the first people to go to the USA.
Janet: I'm sure you didn't do anything, but it is sad and it points to how much need there is for more opportunities for people to resettle. So they don't end up feeling jealous of the few who have the chance to leave. 
Martin: And also another thing amazing is that when I was in school, I really used to perform well in school. Yeah, in middle class, because in Africa when you perform better, they give you a gift. They always give gifts to those who perform better. So I was always getting those gifts and then some parents were like, “Does this boy, does he use like witchcraft to perform better in school?” Yeah. And again, people were not happy with that. And then for that, I was like, I actually spent like a month when I'm not seeing -- my eyes, my eye, yeah. I have passed through many things, you know, but that's how life is. Yeah. For that. That's true. Yeah. I spent like a month without going to school due to the eye problem. 
Kendall:  Oh, wow!
Martin: So I had, I had eye problems for like a month. I could not see well. So it was like this after getting my gifts from school, you know, at every end of year they do announce those who performed better in classes. So after getting my award, someone took it bad. So yes, someone took it bad and really made me bad. So my eyes got sick and I could not see for like a month. And whenever I could try like to go back over, back through my books, like when I'm trying to recall something, I feel like the head is burning, it's burning so much. You know, that story when I tried to recall everything, you know, I feel like my head is bursting. I feel like I'm carrying a heavy load on my head. 
But right now I thank God that everything is going well. So in America, people are not jealous of you because everyone does his or her own things. Yeah. 
Janet: Well, we're glad that you and your family made it safely. You are really, you seem to be really taking the opportunities that you have. 
Kendall: Well, we're so grateful for your time and your story and you're just, you're an amazing young man! So I'm just really grateful to have met you. 
And we always close each podcast episode by asking our guests the same question, and that question is: for you, what is home? What does home mean to you? 
Martin: A home? A home is a collection of a family where we have mom, dad, and their biological children. And then where that family has peace. So a home is all about peace, having peace in your mind. But if you don't have peace, I don't think that home is consisted as a home. You can't find a happy home without peace. So a home is a collection of dad, mom and their biological children living a peaceful life. That's what I call a home on my side. Yeah. 
Kendall: Thank you, Martin. 
Martin: Yeah. I really enjoyed this conversation.
Janet: Thank you so much, Martin. 
Martin: This conversation has made me recall my past events, the things that I passed through. You know, sometimes when you reach a good life, you tend to forget the things that you passed through. But I really appreciate for this conversation because I've tried to memorize some of the things that I had started forgetting. But right now, I've told you everything, you know. I try to forget those things because they are of no use in my brain. Yeah, because they're not going to help me. They're not going to help me anywhere. So I have to focus with my future. But I really appreciate for this conversation that I've tried to recall the situation that I passed through and the one that I'm living now that is better. So I really appreciate so much. 
Kendall: Well, we appreciate you sharing. Truly.
