
 

 

 

Sample Church Announcements 

 

Good morning. I want to share with you this morning an announcement about something that is near and 

dear to my heart [and to this congregation/diocese/city]: welcoming refugees through resettlement. I 

want to tell you about Episcopal Migration Ministries, the refugee resettlement agency of our Church, 

and their Stand to #SupportRefugees Campaign.  

 

[Personal story about why this work matters to you, and why you care about the work of Episcopal 

Migration Ministries] 

 

The Episcopal Church has a long history of “welcoming the stranger” and serving refugees. In the 1930’s, 

local parishes collected donations to provide steamship passage for those fleeing Nazi Europe. Through 

the mid- and late 20th century, we partnered with other faith organizations to resettle those oppressed by 

the Iron Curtain and the genocides of Southeast Asia. In the 1980’s Episcopal Migration Ministries was 

formally established and, in partnership with a network of affiliate agencies, dioceses, churches, and 

volunteers, is today one of only nine national agencies through which all refugees enter the United States. 

To date, Episcopal Migration Ministries has helped more than 80,000 persons resettle and thrive in this 

land. 

 

Now our Church’s ability - Episcopal Migration Ministries’ ability -  to continue this life-saving work is 

in danger. 

 

The president’s announced intent to temporarily suspend the resettlement program and cut the number of 

refugees resettled this year by more than half has far reaching implications on this network of ministry. 

Nearly all – approximately 99.5% – of Episcopal Migration Ministries’ funding comes from the federal 

government and is tied directly to an active and ongoing resettlement of refugees. Because of the 

suspension and other policy changes, that funding is being slowed – and cut. Without funding, the 

infrastructure for this ministry may well collapse.  If we want to have a strong, vibrant network 

through which to resettle refugees into a place of safety and opportunity, we must act now. 

 

The Episcopal Church has already begun to respond in a bold way to this need. In February, the 

Executive Council of the Church approved $500,000 of emergency funding to help bridge the gap until 

the end of the year. Several congregations and dioceses have ramped up their outreach and advocacy 

efforts regarding refugees. And countless individuals and groups have made unsolicited contributions to 

this lifesaving ministry. 

 

Now, we need your help to ensure refugees are welcomed to a place of safety and opportunity. Make 

a donation to support the work of welcoming the vulnerable. Stand with Episcopal Migration 

Ministries.  

 

I will have information in the [parish hall] after the service if you would like to speak further and learn 

more. You can also learn more in the enclosed bulletin insert, or by visiting EMM’s website: 

www.episcopalmigrationministries.org.  

 

Thank you.  
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