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After arrival in the host country, forced migrants identifying as LGBTQ+ face numerous societal 
and personal challenges whilst being at risk of experiencing significant psychological distress. 
These migrants utilize a wide range of resources that may strengthen their resilience. Peer 
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This 2015 guide provides comprehensive information about how communities can best serve 
LGBTQ+ asylum seekers in the United States. It includes sections focused on an introduction to 
the field, program essentials, types of services, working with clients throughout the asylum 
process, ethical considerations, institutional models, and fundraising, as well as a directory of 
helpful organizations.  
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This chapter outlines the challenges faced by LGBTQ+ forced migrants, with a special focus on 
the role of religion in motivating persecution as well as assistance and resilience. It also provides 
a case study of the LGBT Asylum Task Force in Worcester, Massachusetts. The Task Force is a 
ministry of Hadwen Park Congregational Church, UCC, and is the only program in the U.S. 
dedicated to providing wrap-around services, including housing, to LGBTQ+ asylum seekers.  
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This 2012 manual seeks to improve the resettlement integration model used for LGBTQ+ 
refugees and asylees by providing community and faith-based groups with the knowledge they 
need to engage in this work.  
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